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We know from last Sunday’s sermon that Jesus spoke prophetic words in the synagogue in his 
hometown – and was rejected.  This, of course, did not stop Jesus from his ministry.  He moved on – 
travelled to Capernaum, was teaching on the Sabbath day in the synagogue when he was confronted by 
and then healed a man from demon possession – in the synagogue on a sabbath!  And, unlike what 
happened in Nazareth, here, the worshippers were all agog!   
 
And here, Jesus began to do what he proclaimed the scriptures were coming true.  He began his ministry 
of release.  To proclaim, through word and deed, the good news of the Kingdom of God. 
 
Later that same Sabbath, he went to Simon’s house and healed his mother-in-law, and then still later he 
healed many who were sick and many who were possessed by demons.  
 
Jesus was making a name for himself – not only was he healing the sick and releasing those in spiritual 
captivity but was teaching in the synagogue and spreading all sorts of good news all over the please.  So, 
when he was walking along the sea of Galilee a crowd of listeners and keen-to-be followers started 
crowding him. 
 
Ah!  There was a man he knew!  Simon!  (Remember, he had just recently cured his mother-in-law).  
Simon and his crew were so tired, and they were dejectedly cleaning their nets after a fruitless night of 
toiling for little to nothing. 
  
And here we jump into our scripture for today – a story of a remarkable catch…and a story with a 
remarkable catch.  What will the LORD do?  And what can we learn from Simon, and what are WE 
called to do?  It begins like this: 
 

Luke 5:1-11  
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, (also known as the Sea of 
Galilee)  
and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God,  
he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; 
the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 
 
He got into one of the boats,  

the one belonging to Simon,  
and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. 
 
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.   
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, 
"Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch."  
 
Simon answered,  
"Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing.  
 
Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets."  
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When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to 
break.  
So, they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink.  
 
But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Go away from me, 
Lord, for I am a sinful man!"   
For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 
and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. 
 
Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid;  
from now on you will be catching people."  
When they had brought their boats to shore, 
they left everything and followed him. 

 
After he’s done teaching, likely about the good news of the Kingdom of God, release of the captive, 
recovery of sight to the blind – and the like, Jesus asked Simon to take his boat out again – during the 
daylight – to set out into the deeper water and let down his nets again.  
 
I just love Simon’s reaction… “Look, we already did that and caught nothing…but if you say so, I guess 
we will.”  It's a bit of a resignation – maybe he thinks he’ll prove Jesus wrong, after all, Simon is an 
actual fisherman – having apprenticed and fished for likely many years already.  He knows when there’s 
nothing to catch and, besides, his nets are visible to the fish in daylight.  No fish is going to get caught in 
a net. 
 
Who was this Jesus?  He was just a well-meaning but silly carpenter and preacher. Definitely not a 
fisherman…but they sail to the deep and they let down their nets anyway.    A lot of things happen then 
all at once.  In Greek we translate it to read, “And having done this they enclosed a great multitude of 
fish and their nets were being torn and they signaled for the partners in the other boat to come help them 
and they came and they filled both boats so as to be sinking.” 
So, we have nets bursting and boats sinking; we have fishermen dashing about to make sure that they 
don't lose all this great haul.  And we have Simon, the fisherman, having an epiphany.    
 
The point of this story isn’t Jesus’ miraculous catch – because that’s what it is – a miracle.  No, this 
catch is only a vehicle for Simon’s epiphany.   
 
I can just imagine all the hustle and bustle and crazy floundering shouts and joy-filled exclamations and 
in the midst of that stands a silent Simon.  THIS is the moment where Simon makes a choice.  He 
realizes that he has to change the way he thinks, and that change could cost him his whole life.  We read, 
in verse 8:  But when Simon Peter saw it (the big improbable miraculous catch), he fell down at Jesus' 
knees, saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!"  
 
But Jesus knows what is going on in Peter’s heart and the decisions that he is making.  And he gives 
Simon a direction to follow.  “From now on you will be casting out your nets for people.” 
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Here's a strange thing.  Three fishermen – Simon, James, and John – likely making a decent living on 
catching fish – just pull in the haul of a lifetime. They’ll get scads 
 of money – enough to use to feed their families, make some improvements on their boats – maybe hire 
some more help or at least save a little.  But what do they do?  They leave their boats on the shore and 
they follow him.  
 
Jesus always spoke in metaphor and parable - many of us think best in images and story.  And, like 
many of Jesus' sayings, we know that this fishing account isn't limited only to fish.  Jesus was teaching a 
spiritual principal.   
 
We can substitute fish for God's wisdom, love, joy, peace, hope, faith, kindness, or gentleness.  All these 
things we need in abundance to be faithful disciples.  
And Jesus, like he did with Simon, calls us to go deep.  
 
Deep water is where the increase is.  Jesus is always inviting people to the deeper end of things.  Yet 
deep water is risky because you can't see in deep water - the deep is dark and mysterious.  You've got to 
trust and have faith that the change in your life will be worth it.   
 
Now, before I say anything else, we all need to remember that faith and feelings aren’t the same thing.  
Faith is to move in trust and with courage even when we feel unsure. Pearl Buck wrote, "You cannot 
make yourself feel something you do not feel, but you can make yourself do right in spite of your 
feelings." 
 
Too often we don't respond to the epiphany - because we are afraid of what we’re getting ourselves in to.   
 
Both the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament are rife with stories of people having life-changing 
epiphanies when they have the courage to “go deep”.   
 
We could say that Adam and Eve had an epiphany (It was too bad that they did).  Even though it took a 
sinful act to open their eyes – they realized Who they were in relation to God…And even though God 
punished them for their actions – God did not leave them destitute.  Adam and Eve’s story is an 
unfinished story of redemption – and a story of a God who loves humanity.  
 
Other people in stories in the Hebrew Bible share similar epiphany moments.  Jeremiah, Joseph, Samuel, 
Moses, David, and Isaiah – whose epiphany was read today by Glenn.  There are women too, although 
their stories are not always written with such detail.  People like Shiphrah and Puah, Pharoah’s daughter, 
and Tamar, Rehab, Deborah, Abigail, all witnessed some kind of epiphany – and the course of their life 
changed through their response to God’s calling.   
 
The epiphanies keep coming.  We read stories like the one of Ananias who was a disciple living in 
Damascus, Syria – who, in a vision, argued with God about healing a persecutor of the Early Church, 
named Saul.   
 
Stories like the people of Lydda and Joppa who came to know the Gospel in their hearts after Simon 
Peter’s evangelism and witnessing Dorcas – also known as Tabitha’s – restoration from the dead.  
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Stories like the people of Rome – who witnessed the passion and determination and faith of other 
Christians who were killed for sport in the coliseum – and came to faith in a God who yearns for 
redemption. 
 
Stories like those of our Anabaptist forebearers who studied the WORD together and in it found an 
epiphany – Christ spirit came upon them, and they began to live in a new understanding of the way of 
Christ. A life and faith they would follow even to death. 
 
Stories like Mother Theresa who, even through a crisis of faith – understood and followed and witnessed 
to the untouchables that they were indeed beloved and worthy to be touched and healed. 
 
Our list could go on – perhaps even to today.  Right here right now.  There's a time to receive and a time 
to give sacrificially.  There's a time to worship the Lord in church, and a time to be church and worship 
the LORD in all places in your life – even places that challenge the way you think about God, life, 
people, even your morals and values.   
 
So, this is a word for us.  Week after week together here we are called into the deep water.  Week after 
week we are called to break from our routine and to trust the one who knows all about fish and farming, 
parenting, baking, being a good neighbor, teacher and small business owner.  Week after week we are 
called to become more.  More than just our job title; we are called to discipleship; we are called to trust; 
we are called to bear witness in the world of God’s immeasurable love.  
 
We hear Christ’s instructions:  Go to the deep.  Dive in.  How?  Well, forgive a whole bunch.  Bless 
those who curse you.  Give abundantly.  Give thanks.  Visit with the outcast.  Open your homes and 
your hearts.  And come and follow me. 


