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Acts 1: 2b-9
Acts 1: 11: '"Galileans, why are you standing here, looking toward heaven? This Jesus, who was taken

up from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you saw him go into heaven.”
“Why are you standing there looking toward heaven?”

We’re still asking that question in churches around the world today. Why are we still standing still?
Why are we still staring at the sky — as if we will see something different than what we had seen before?
Why are we obsessed with timelines, signs, predictions, of Armageddon, and fear — so much fear of
what is to come? Why are we waiting? What are we waiting for?

Why are we, like the disciples, still standing around looking toward the sky...looking for someone to
save us ...when Jesus already told us what to do?

But here’s the thing. We are still looking to the sky — looking to Christ to make the wrongs right.
“We’re still looking only to the sky for rescue, when Christ has already given us the Spirit and shown us
how to live.”

Even after Jesus suffered, died, rose again and appeared to them over a period of forty days, speaking to
them about God’s kingdom, the disciples were still confused.

He ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but “wait for what the Father had promised” But the disciples
still misunderstood. They were still thinking about a politics and God’s kingdom overthrowing the
powers of the day — namely Rome. They asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?”

Even after everything he taught them, the disciples were still asking: “When?” “How?” “What can we
do to help this movement along?” “Now?” “Lord, are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel now?”
But Jesus redirected them — not with anger, but with purpose. He said, Acts 1:7-8:

“It is not for you to know the times or periods...” and “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses...”

When we think about end times we usually don’t think farther than what Jesus says here — about how we
aren’t to know the time and the place. We miss what Jesus is telling the disciples and us.

Look, he says, stop speculating. None of us know God’s timing. The more you obsess with the timing
the less you will be witnesses to my way. The more you focus on the signs of the times, the more you
will fear and the less you will focus on learning and growing your faith and spreading the good news of
God’s love. In fact — the more you focus on fear and control the more you move away from trust,
surrender, humility and empathy.

God’s kingdom does not come through prediction. It comes through Spirit-filled people living the way
of Jesus.

We keep wanting charts, but God gives us the Spirit. We keep wanting certainty, but God gives us a
calling. We keep wanting to know when Christ will return. Jesus tells us how to live until he does.
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The disciples did not know what Jesus meant when he asked them to wait for God’s promise in
Jerusalem. They did not understand what it meant to be empowered by the Spirit, yet they returned to
Jerusalem, just as he asked. They were likely confused — but it certainly wasn’t the first time they were
confused over what Jesus said. And so they returned.

Acts 1:12-14

And they waited...but their waiting was not passive. Instead, they modeled something that we too often
have forgotten — that is community discernment — or active waiting. Even within their fear and their
questions, their uncertainty and fervor, the disciples all — including women — remained united in purpose
of gathering in prayer.

Waiting in Scripture is active trust in God who will answer — in God’s own time. Waiting in Scripture is
active trust in God...

Waiting is not passive. Waiting is praying when we are uncertain, serving when we are tired, and loving
our neighbour before we know the outcome. It is opening ourselves to what the Spirit speaks — and it is
trusting those around us to also be listening to what the Spirit speaks. After all, the Spirit forms a
people, not just individuals.

In contrast, there has always been the temptation to “Take control.” And “protect yourself” when all that
Jesus asks the disciples to do is to wait for the spirit and to prepare themselves to do the spirit’s will.

Throughout history, the church has struggled to wait faithfully for Christ’s return “in the same way that
you saw him go into heaven” as per the angels. Already 100 years after Christ’s ascension, Christians
were diligently calculating Christ’s return. Of course, what didn’t help was John’s Revelation which
documented his vision of Christ the conqueror over death, sin, sickness, grief and despair. It offered
them a reminder of Christ’s power over empires whose unjust systems promoted hate, despair and
torture of the innocent.

Revelation is still a valid book for today — as it was for the early church — and we investigate it for words
of hope. But the danger comes when we use it to interpret the signs of the times.

The Munster Rebellion in 1533: Here, a radical Anabaptist faction in Miinster became convinced Christ
would return there. The leaders began to muster an army, dig in, and create a haven for those they
deemed righteous. And so, non-anabaptists were expelled from the city, armaments were acquired, and
they waited.

The Leaders became authoritarian and delusional, violence replaced pacifism, extremism replaced
empathy and compassion, and discipleship was replaced with Christian nationalistic fervor. They
waited for his return in vain. Eventually the leaders were executed and hung in cages from the
cathedral. Those cages still hang there today.

Then in the 1800s, Claas Epp, a leader influenced by dispensationalist theology led a large group of
Mennonites into Central Asia to await Christ’s return. 1889 came and went. Oh wait, his calculations
were incorrect. Then came 1891. Again. Nothing happened except cholera and measles,
dissatisfaction, displacement of the native people and violence.
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Eventually his movement collapsed into spiritual delusion and authoritarianism. He declared himself
divine and rebaptized his diminishing congregation in the name of the Father, the Sons and the Holy
Spirit.

Again: prediction, certainty, fear, violence and disillusionment. Whenever Christians — Mennonite or
any other flavour - become obsessed with controlling the future then we stop living faithfully in the
present. A simple equation fits: fear + certainty + violence = abandoning the way of Jesus.

Sometimes we cling to predictions and alarmism because life feels uncertain. We want certainty and we
want guarantees. We want signs in the heavens because we struggle to trust the God we cannot see.
Fear makes us divide people into insiders and outsiders saved and unsaved pure and impure. But this is
not the way Jesus taught.

Peter says, “The end of all things is near...” And then what? He doesn’t say, “The end of all things is
near, therefore Panic! Find conspiracy and follow where they take you. Set Dates!

No. Instead, Peter reminds the church to pray seriously, love one another deeply, practice hospitality,
serve one another, and faithfully use the gifts of the Spirit.

For Peter, believing Christ’s return was immanent, did not produce within him fear, but a deeper love.

And deeper love is what the Spirit is calling us to. Despite all the church’s failures, Christ has never
stopped sending ordinary people filled with the Spirit into our world. We don’t have to be charismatic,
putting on a big show, God calls us however we are, wherever we are.

Our scripture today — where Jesus blesses the disciples and then ascends — is not a story about Jesus’
disappearing, instead, it is about the church beginning. More accurately, it is the second half of the
prelude of the birth of the church.

Jesus leaves physically—but becomes present through the Spirit. The Early church was not a people
abandoned by Christ, but a people filled with Christ’s Spirit. And, after the Spirit descended, the
disciples went from “Jerusalem, in Judea, to Samaria, and the ends of the earth.” The Spirit is never
stagnant. Sometimes we forget how to listen and move with the spirit — but the Spirit never asks us to
stop witnessing to the power of God’s love in our lives.

We, the present day disciples, in such a time as this — so similar yet so different from the Early Church
and the Early Anabaptists — we are tempted to keep looking to the skies — and we are tempted to shut the
doors of our upper room to keep the riff raff out — to preserve ourselves from danger of the world around
us.

But the church — any church — OUR church is never called merely to preserve itself. We are sent by the
Spirit into “enemy” territory. Into neighborhoods, into suffering, to speak truth to hate, and love to
hopelessness.

The Spirit always calls us outward because the gospel — the good news of God’s love is NEVER meant
to be inward-facing. It is to come out of us from our pores — our very essence.

Why are you standing looking into the sky? The angels are gently saying: Do not stay frozen. Do not
remain spectators. Do not build your faith on fear.
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Imagine the disciples one last time. Their heads tilted upward. Clouds drifting. Silence. Then slowly—
they stop staring. They turn around. And they walk back to Jerusalem. Back to prayer. Back to
community. Back to waiting. Soon, the Spirit will come, and those frightened disciples will become
witnesses who carry Christ’s love to the ends of the earth. These are our foremothers and fathers in the
faith. We share their calling.

For 2,000 years the church has waited for Christ’s return, often with our eyes only on the heavens and
not here with our neighbours on earth.

But Christ’s ascension is not an invitation to speculation, prediction, fear or passivity. It is a call to
faithful waiting, Spirit-filled witness, and courageous ministry.

On that day, when Christ SHALL return to earth from heaven, may we be found serving, loving,
welcoming, and courageously witnessing to the One who still reigns. Because Christ will come again in
God’s time. But until then— the church has work to do.

Thanks be to God for the Spirit within us.
Amen



